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GUIDELINES FOR ORAL EXAMINATION OF PHD 
THESES 

(UDC International Doctoral School Permanent Committee;26 May 2016) 

 

A PhD is the highest academic qualification awarded in the Spanish university 
system. Candidates are required to defend a PhD thesis in a public oral 
examination in order to be awarded the degree of Doctor. 

 

Oral examinations should be held under appropriate conditions and in 
accordance with the relevant codes of practice and protocol of the awarding 
institution. 

 

General guidelines for oral examination of PhD theses 

1. Thesis defence examinations will be held in public session during the 
University teaching term. Defence examinations should be held at a 
venue that reflects the formality of the occasion (e.g. Faculty Conference 
Hall). 

2. The thesis defence examination will comprise: presentation of research 
by the candidate; questions and comments by PhD members of the 
public (including thesis supervisors); discussion between candidate and 
members of the board of examiners; deliberation by the examiners, and 
public announcement of the examination board’s decision. 

3. The candidate and members of the public will not be permitted to enter 
the examination room until invited to do so by the examination board. 
Members of the public should not speak or participate in any way during 
the defence examination; only PhD members of the public will be entitled 
to participate, if called upon to do so by the Chair of the board of 
examiners. 

4. No photography or video recording will be permitted until after the 
examination. 

5. All persons attending the defence are requested to turn off their mobile 
phones and any other audiovisual device they may have in their 
possession which may cause a distraction to the candidate, board of 
examiners, or members of the public. Only the examiners will be entitled 
to use a laptop or other electronic device to follow the candidate’s 
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presentation and subsequent question and answer session with the 
board. 

Board of Examiners 

6. The Chair of the Board of Examiners will be responsible for moderating 
the oral examination, setting an appropriate tone for the proceedings, 
and ensuring that University regulations are adhered to properly. 

7. The Secretary of the Board of Examiners will be responsible for all 
administrative aspects of the oral examination: preparation, completion 
and submission of documentation relating to the examination (including 
list of signatures), oversight of formal aspects of the examination, calling 
the candidate into the room, etc. 

Constitution of Board of Examiners 

8. The Board of Examiners will convene in the examination room prior to 
the oral examination. No persons other than board members may be 
present in the room at the time the board is constituted. 

9. The members of the examination board will be seated as follows: 
Chairperson in the centre, Secretary to his/her left, third examiner to 
his/her right. 

Thesis presentation 

10. For the public oral defence examination, candidates will be entitled to use 
the joint-official languages of Galicia (Galician, Spanish), English, 
Portuguese, or the language of the specific scientific, technical or artistic 
area on which their thesis is based. Where theses are examined in a 
language other than Galician or Spanish, a declaration will be required 
that the members of the board are in conditions to do so. 

11. Content should be presented in a clear, precise manner, using accurate, 
concise language and a register appropriate to the relevant field of study. 
Candidates will be entitled to use graphic and audiovisual support 
material, if needed, to improve the quality of the presentation and 
facilitate the discussion session afterwards. 

Time allowed for presentation 

12. The recommended time allowed for thesis presentations is approximately 
45 minutes (up to a maximum 60 minutes). Candidates should not be 
interrupted during their presentation, unless the Chair deems it 
necessary or appropriate to do so. 

Discussion of thesis 



Escola Internacional de Doutoramento

Vicerreitoría de Investigación e Transferencia

 

 

13. The Chairperson will first invite the Secretary to speak, followed by the 
Third Examiner. The final round of discussion of the thesis will be led by 
the Chair. 

14. Candidates are expected to answer all of the examiners’ questions, to 
allow the board to assess the relevance of the information presented in 
relation to the wider research field, together with the knowledge and skills 
acquired by the candidate from their PhD studies. 

Questions and comments from PhD members of the public 

15. As and when appropriate, the Chair may call on PhD members of the 
public (including thesis supervisors) to make whatever contribution to the 
proceedings they see fit. 

Deliberation by Board of Examiners 

16. At the end of the discussion session between the candidate and the 
examination board, the Chair will ask the candidate and public to step 
outside while the examiners deliberate. 

17. Following this period of deliberation, the examiners will come to a 
decision regarding the qualification to be awarded. Once the necessary 
documentation has been completed by all members of the board, the 
Secretary will ask the candidate to return (with or without the members of 
the public). The members of the board will remain seated. 

18. Once the candidate and members of the public have taken their seats 
again, the members of the board will rise and the Chair will announce the 
qualification decided by the examiners, which may be: fail, pass, very 
good or excellent. 

The Chair will make no reference of any kind to the board’s decision in 
relation to the award of cum laude distinction. If the PhD is awarded with 
an overall classification of ‘excellent’, the thesis may be considered for 
cum laude distinction, if so recommended by unanimous secret vote by 
the examiners. Votes recommending cum laude distinction will be 
counted at the PhD Office at a later date. 

19. The Chair will then draw the proceedings to a close. 


